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SUPPORT OF JEWISH LITERATURE IN ENGLAND. 


As it is the vocation of a Jewish press to repel the charges and 
refute the accusations which the onponents of the removal of 
Jewish disabilities make against the Jewish body, for want of 
reason and argument, in defence of withholding from that bod 

the rights and privileges to which it is justly entitled, so is it 
equally one of the duties incumbent on a Jewish organ to point 
out the disabilities under which we labour within our community, 
and which we ourselves have the power and the means of remov- 
ing. 
Hail, amongst other false charges against the Jews, “that the 

had no literature.’” Such a charge could proceed only from 
ignorance or from malice. The learned prelate either did not 
remember, or wished not to remember, the hundreds of volu- 
minous theological works, written by Jews, which he has read, or 
ought to have read. He forgot, or pretended to forget, when he 
pronounced that unqualified sentence of condemnation, that the 
Holy Scripture, which forms the basis of Christianity, and which 
ought by a prelate of the church, to be considered as the basis of 
all learning, is Jewish literatvre. He ought to have remembered, 


also, that the English authorised version of the Hebrew Srriptures. 


is avowedly gleaned from Jewish commentators, except in some 
passages where it suited the purpose of the translators for the 
church to pervert the true import of the original. Had he visited 
and examined the libraries at the University in his diocese, had 
he read, or even counted on y, the volumes of Jewish literature in 
the Bodleian Library, including that of the late Rabbi David 
Oppenheim, he never could have dared to give public utterance to 
such a falsehood. But he belongs to a party who care little about 
honesty and truth in the means which they employ to attain their 
unhallowed object. In the same breath in which he charges the 
Jews with the want of literature, he told them that they had ‘‘ no 
God!” and what else but vindictiveness could put such words in 
the mouth of a learned bishop ? 

But whilst we—at the time when the bishop delivered that 
memorable speech—consistent swith our duties, took up the gaunt- 
let, and fought the “ battle of the Lord” against the calumniator ; 
whilst the columns of our journal, in three suceessive numbers, 
replied to the unjust charges in a manner which elicited the 
applause of many of onr Christian contemporaries, and the wings 
of the press carried those replies even to the far isles of the West 
(the Barbadoes official Gazette having copied.the whole of the 
three articles of our reply), we do not shrink from stating that the 
progress of Jewish literature in this country is much slower than 
in other countries where Jews reside, and by no means keeps 
pace with the advancement which we are making in every other 
branch of civilisation. The scantiness of productions in the field 
of Jewish literature in England is a melancholy proof of the 
dearth of knowledge; and whilst the advertising columns of the 


French and German papers (the latter in particular) weekly — 


announce new and able publications on Jewish literature, composed 
by Jews, we have but seldom the felicity of putting after our “ just 
published” a Jewish production, except an almanac, and occasion- 
aly a sermon, “ by desire,” etc, 


It was once remarked by the Bishop of Oxford, at Exeter » 


| raise Jewish literature in the estimation of the public. 


Nor is the mode of circulating, or rather selling, Jewish works 
by their authors (who are mostly foreigners), at all calculated to 


There 


_ being no organised body, no society to assist and promote the dis- 


semination of Jewish works, the poor author (and there are but 
few authors who are not poor) is compelled to hawk his produc- 
tion about, in the course of which humiliating traffic he not 
unfrequently, after having sent his book out “ on approbation,” 


and after having long waited and frequently called, receives. the 


| heart-breaking answer from the servant, ‘* Master does n't want 


such a book.” This grievance is particularly attached to literary 


productions in the Hebrew language ; for without an accompanying 


translation into the vernacular, they are really of “ no use” tothe 


_ majority of Jews in this country. 


We have, therefore, to point out two evils which retard the 
progress of Jewish literature in England : first, that of ignorance 


_ of the Hebrew language ; and, second, that of want of support of 


Jewish literature in general. It would be a difficult problem to 


_ solve whether the former evil (ignorance of the Hebrew) is the 
cause or the effect of the latter (support of Jewish literature). 
It appears to us, however, that an apathy to useful aod earnest 


literature in general is the root of both evils. The tastefor- light 


reading and satire, which amuses but not instructs, monopolises 


all minds; and after being used for a succession of months to 
the entertainment of literature, it is not easy to wade "through a 


volume of “ dry” instruction. 


Whilst other people, who have 


But to recur to our subject. 


already obtained their rights, may be able to afford to change 
their taste for literature as they please, the Jews in England, who 


are yet struggling for equalisation, should be watchful over their 
interests, which they can best promote by correcting every abuse 
and remedying every evil which prevails within their own com- 
munity; and we again repeat, that it is nothing but the still 
greater increase of our moral power, knowledge, which will break 
assunder the fetters in which British Jews are yet held. When- 
ever the Jews in this country, like those of France and Germany, 
shall distinguish themselves by their progress in learning, we 
predict that the empty declamations about unchristianising Parlia- 
ment will vanish before the irresistible power of talent, particu~ 
larly when it has the charm of eloquence. papier 

There is more wealth and there are more opportunities in 


liberal England for promoting and rewarding learning than in: | 


any other country; and why should we not support our own 
literature, for which we lave more facilities of distinction than 
others? Without underrating the merit of excellence in commerce, 
we maintain that the tribute of honour paid by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury to the Jews, on account of Professor Hurwitz's dis- 
tinguished abilities, and the respect in which Coleridge speaks of 
the Jews in his works, also in consequence of his acquaintance 
with the learned Professor, bave tended more to the elevation of 
the Jewish character among our Christian neighbours than the 
wealth and money-influence of our leading men. seid 
So long, however, as the support of Jewish learning is le ss 
individuals, we fear there will be no extension thereof. Ont 
contrary, we apprehend with the increasing taste for amusing 
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apostasy, by withdrawing his emmediate guardianship from them, 
and blotting out those who had sinned from the book of life. Oy 
the contrary, we thankfully admire the mercy of God in sparip 
the nation, and inclining his ear to the intreaty of Moses, ‘ who 
stood in the breach to turn away his wrath, lest he should dastroy 
them.” 

And whilst we thus condemn the great sin of our forefathers 
and justly too, we ourselves fall, more or less, into.the same sin — 


reading, it will diminish. But a matter of that importance ought 
to be taken up by the body of the Jews at large, and a com- 
mittee should be formed to enquire into the best mode of encourag- 
ing Jewish talent, by establishing a society to whom all cases of 
talent in need, and all productions in manuscript, should be 
submitted. A trifling subscription would enable the society to 
“ assist in printing such works as they may approve of ; and 
after remunerating the author, push the sale of the works them- 


} selves, and thereby secure a profit. Wehave prepareda systematic the worship of guld! We worship it, and prostrate our minds 
; plan for carrying out this object, such as once existed among the | before it, just the same as our ancestors did in Horeb ; we brin 
; Jews at Berlin, under the title “the Society for Promoting Good || immense sacrifices to it ; we often sacrifice to it truth and virtue, 


and Wisdom” 330 and should the idea meet 


morality and religion ; we deem no sacrifice too great to obtain 
with the ardent and earnest. consideration which the sacred object 


ijt: and the more we obtain of it, the greater are the sacrifices 


3 in view requires, we shall be ready to lend the assistance of our | which we offer to it. There are but few men free from this idolatry ; 
“ humble efforts to extend the support of Jewish literature in || it is a contagious malady of which many people die, and the 
England. wealthy are by no means free from it. The man who has but 


half a million worships the millionaire just as much as, if not 
more than, the beggar does the man who gives him a penny; and 
the millionaire worships his own image in his brother millionaire, 
Nay, often do these * golden calves’ demand worship from others, 
and the more sacrifices are brought to them, the more ointment 
of flattery and incense of fawning is offered to their pride, the 
more gracefully they receive their subjects and adorers. Above 


REFLECTIONS SUGGESTED BY THE LESSON OF 
Kxopus, Cuar. xxx. 11, To xxxv. 
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| all abominable sacrifices which are effered to gold, is that of the 
H Be astonished, O ye heavens, at this, and be horribly afraid, be ye very |! pen. Nothing is more humiliating and degrading to the human 
a desolate, saith the Lord. | 


mind, than when man allows the intellect and the thought to be 
expre sed ‘in words imperishable” — that is publicly writing —for 
the purpose of conveying flattery and hypocritical homage. The 
prostitution of the modest intellect, and the profanation of the 
sacred gift of speech (and what speech is more w.dely spread than 
that of the pen 7) is irreparable. It leads to a disregard for and 
perversion of truth, and it contains the germ of that corruption, 
which, worse than that which caused the deluge, often ends in a 


For my people have committed two evils; they have forsaken the fountain | 

of living waters, and hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can 

hold no water. Jeremiah ii. 12, 13. 
AMONG the melancholy examples of human ingratitude contained 

in Scripture history, there is none more revolting in principle, 
- and more pernicious in its consequences, than that of which we | 
read in to-morrow’s lesson—the worship of the molten calf. This é 
dreadful act of apostasy is graphically painted by the inspired 


a 
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4 
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Psalmist, who indignantly says :— 


‘They made a calf in Horeb, and worshipped the molten image; 


Thus they changed their GLoRy into the similitude of an ox that eateth 
gTass; 


They forgat God their Saviour, who had done great things in Egypt, 
Wondrous works in the land of Ham, and terrible things by the Red Sea. 
7 Psalm cvi. 19—22. 


It was but very recently that they were most miraculously 


emancipated from I:gyptian slavery, and basked in the sun of 
liberty; it was but a few months since they passed over the Red 


Sea as cn dry ground, and saw their persecutors perish before 
their eyes ; it was but a few weeks since they saw God manifest- 


ing himself in thunders and lightnings as their Benefactor and 


Legislator ; it was almost in the same breath in which they ex- 
claimed, ** All the Lord hath said we will do and hear,” that they 
said of ** an ox that eateth grass,” ‘‘ These be thy gods, O Israel ! 
which brought thee out of the land of “Egypt.” | : 
Qne can jhardly credit that the human mind, particularly after 
having been so well instructed, and after witnessing so many and 
undeniable proofs of the truth of that instruction, as were our 
ancestors, who escaped from the Egyptian house of bondage to a 
place where bread rained from heaven, and water flowed from the 
rocks —- that the soul so initiated into the world of wonders, should 
degenerate into such ax infatuation as to-worship and to acknow- 
ledge as its benefactor the very perishable matter which they saw 
rising into existence by the contribution of their own hands! The 


metal of which it was composed they had taken out of the rings ~ 


of their own ears ; they saw it fashioned with a graving tool after 


Aaron had made it a molten calf, and yet they worshipped it with 


offerings and sacrifices the same as they had just been com- 
manded to sacrifice to their real benefactor. We shudder at the 
contemplation of the magnitude of such a crime, and we feel no 
surprise at the Divine indignation expressed to Moses, Now, 
therefore, let me alone, that my wrath may wax hot against them, 


and that I may consume them,” Nor do we at all read with 


astonishment the heavy punishment with which God visited this 


flood of destruction, in wars and combats, on which the rainbow 
of peace is never seen shining any more. 

The crime committed by the Israelites in making the molten 
calf was a double one. First in “ forsaking the fountain of living . 
waters,” the God who was their Redeemer and their light; and, 
secondly, in changing it for “a broken cistern that could not 
hold the water” — in choosing instead of the ever-living God a 
perishable matter, such as an image made of gold, and ascribing 
to it the redemption from Egypt. The Midrash gives the follow- 


‘ing parable to the text from Jeremiah, ‘My people have com- 


mitted two evils.” ‘A mighty king preferred a young female in 
humble life to the many royal ladies who sought his hand. He 
betrothed her and made her very rich presents, among which were 
ten pearls of great value. Eight of these the royal bride sent 
by his chamberlain, but two he placed in her hanJ, as being the 
most precious of all. The king was much grieved to hear soon. 
after the betrothal, that his bride had become untrue to him, and 


‘the very two pearls on which he placed so great a value, she had 


given to her new suitor. Although his love had been most 
intense and fervent, he resolved to discard her; and, on a friend 
of hers interceding for her, the king exclaimed, ‘ Where are the 
presents which I gave her?’ The friend laid down the eight 
pearls before the royal master, who, however, indignantly replied, 
‘These she returns me; but the two I mostly esteemed she has 
given to another: this I cannot forgive.” The solution is under- 
stood. Of the Ten Commandments, which are all valuable as 
pearls, the two first are the most important. The first to acknow- 
ledge God as Him who brought us forth from Egypt ; and the 
second, not to worship other gods, graven images, &c. These two 
1? M°M pearls, received from the mouth of the Divine Legislator, 
N? TON the Israelites had broken and profaned ; and this 
sin the Lord severely visited, though not commensurately with the 
enormity of the offence. They had, indeed, by the worship of the 
molten calf, “ stripped themselves of their ornaments which they 
received on Mount Horeb,” nx 132 
and had it not been for the persevering intreaties of Moses, the 
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Lord would never have renewed the covenant with them. as he 
subsequently did, and promise, “ and all the people umong which 
thou art, shall see the work of the Lord, for it is a terrible thin 
that I will do with thee.” The “terrible thing’ is the aie 
tinuance of the ‘divine protection of a handful of people against 
the incessant onslaughts and attacks of overwhelming masses 
This protection, however, is a conditional one. So lone as they 
trust to Him, they may be confident in confounding the policy of 
their enemies, as we read in to-morrow’s Haphtora, how Elijah 
succeeded in defeating the prophets of Baal, who “ halted between 
two opinions,’ by But they themselves 
must be firm and unflinching: then only can we expect ‘the fire 
of the Lord” to fall upon the altars of our hearts as it fell on 
the altars which Elijah had erected; and even our enemies will 
join in the cry, as did the people at Mount Carmel, ** The Lord 
he is the God, the Lord he is the God.” 


MODERN HISTORY OF THE JEWS IN BELGIUM. 
BY DR. SOMERHAUSEN. 
(Continued from page 161.) 


We concluded the last article on this subject with the state of 
education and culture among the Jews in Belgium, shewing, that 
since the Imperial decree of 1808, all the Jews were divided 
into a certain number of Consistoires, and that the Jews of the 
nine Departments were placed under the jurisdiction of the Con- 
sistowre of Crefeld. As far as is known, no one from these 
Departments has been appointed a deputy either to the General 
Assembiy, or to the Sanhedrin, nor did they stand in any close 
relation to each other; and the delegate of the Crefeld Consis- 
torium, M. Salomon Fiirth, who had a short time previously 
established ‘himself at Brussels, where, since then, several mem- 
bers of his family honourably distinguished themselves, with 
difficulty succeeded, conjointly with M. Abraham Hirsch, in the 
capacity of Parnassim (Wardens), in forming a congregation, 
which, however, neither in regard of its ritual, nor in that of its 
adminstration, was ccnducted according to a proper. regulation. 
Thus matters stood when Belgium and Holland were joined 
into one kingdom under William I. of Orange. But it is :.oto- 
rious that the establishment of the new kingdom, in its strongest 
sense, only tock place after the battle of Waterloo, in 1815; and 


the whole interval during which the so-called Sovereign Prince 


of Holland rvled over Belgium, ad interim, as Governor-General, 
in the name of the Allied Powers, can be considered only as a 
period of transition ; and it was just in this period of transition, 
during which the most Jews from the Rhine country and par- 
ticularly from the old Dutch provinces came hither, partly settled 
here. altogether, and partly for a short time only, on account of 
contracts negociated with the army. But few of them joined 
any of the congregations — attendance at the Synagogue was not 
felt by anv one as a want, as most of the emigrants and comers 
had not brought their families with them, and for the Easter and 
autumnal festivals, returned to their homes. A few of them 
only, even of those who had settled here during the French 
dominion, had their names registered as citizens, as was later 


officially tested, when the residence since 1814 lied to be proved, 


in order to claim the important naturalisation, and the enjoyment 
of political as well as civil rights, to which but a small number 
could justify their claims. The contract affairs ceased with the 
second peace of Paris, in 1815, as a matter of course, and only 
a few individuals remained in the country of those who had come 
hither for that purpose, carrying on exchange and banking busi- 
ness, whilst the trade in the Dutch class-lottery brought a whole 
swarm hither from Helland, to that extent, that in 1817, among 
one hundred and eight individuals registered in the books of the 
congregation, there were no less than seventy-one dealers in 
lottery. The entire unacquaintance of the Belgians with any other 
lottery than that of numbers or estates, and the enormous abuses 
which sometimes crept into this petty traffic, were not only 
miscalculated to remove the old prejidice of the Belgian Catholics 


| 


| 


- this, it was time that this critical position should terminate, 


— 


against the Jews, but carried that bias to the highest pitch. The 
journals were filled with accounts of cruel impositions — accoants 
which mostly were the invention of malice; and the courts of 
law became embarrassed with the large number of law-suits, 
arising from these transactions. The people soon began to think 
that all Jews, particularly those who had come from Holland, 
were lottery dealers and impostors; and in many places they 
numbered the Dutch Protestants, the king not excepted, among 
the Jews, and all were included in one and the same sentence of 
condemnation, Things went so far, that Jews of both sexes 
who visited the coffee-houses, or mixed on the public promenades 
with the beau-monde, were hissed and insulted, p rticularly as 
their luxury of dress created great jealousy. Several lottery 
dealers who had ventured into the interior of the country, were, 
in the vicinity of the Baronial Castles, hunted like wild beasts. 
Often it came to blows, and in no private company, club, or cirele, 
Jews applied to become mem ers without having an overwhelm- 
ing majority against their admission. A strange thing occurred, 
which ied even to fear an outbreak of public violence against the 
Jewish lottery dealers, It happened that the book-keeper of a 
Dutch Jew living at Brussels, was one morning found in his bed 
amidst a pool of blood, by the police. The man, who was evi- 


dently murdered, also.a Jew, had borne an unexceptionabdle 


character. As it was soon proved, however, that not only the 
obnoxious business had no connexion with the murder, but also 
that the death of the young man, with whom neither the principal 
nor the people of the house had any dispute, was a suicide arising 
from an ‘affair of honour,” which could be condemned. only in a 
religious view. This event created a salutary reaction; besides 
The 
individual houses who were most to blame for the lottery nuisance, 
did not think it advantageous and advisable to remain any longer 
in the southern provinces; and the better houses understood the 
plan by a regular trade and intercourse, to gain the friendship of 


the public, though the experiment was chiefly owing to a thorough — 


and regular organization by the government of the Jewish in- 
habitants of Belgium. 


Previous to our particularising the organisation of the Jewish 
communities: in Belgium, which forms the commencement of a 
new epoch in our history, it may not be superfluous to east a 
glance on the condition which obtained for the Jews of Belginm 
full emancipation in 1815, and to compare it with that position 
which gave the Dutch Jews their freedom in 1796, and we shail 


then see the different influences which the possession of all civil 


and political rights exercised on the Jews of either country, 

It is notorious thot the Jews who had fled from Spain, Portugal 
and Italy, and those who, a few years later, had been expelled 
from Germany and Poland, obtained permission from the States- 
General, as early as 1590, not only to settle in Amsterdam and 
several other capital towns, to build synagogues, to establish 
schools, to appoint rabbies, and, to a certain extent, to have their 
own courts of law in ecclesiastical affairs, but also to carry ona 
wholesale as well as a retail trade. In several places they even 
enjoyed greater privileges than the Catholics, though they were 
still excluded from active and passive elective franchise, from sll 
participation in government affairs, as well as from a share in the 
defence of the country ; which latter circumstance they appeared 
to consider as a kind of compensation, and by no means as 4 cause 
of mortification. | 

Not less notorious is it that the exclusiveness caused by these 
various circumstances had considerably promoted that religious 
intolerance which, in many instances, prevailed more powerfully 
among the Reformers and Protestants than among the Catholics, 
and which kept the Jews out of the corporations and societies, and 
from iniercourse with their fellow-citizens ; and even access to the 
higher branches of study was but exceptionally granted to them. 
Fortunately, however, matters were very different in the repub- 
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liean constitution from the monarchical states ; and the principle 
of free trade and free navigation so much favoured a slavish 
sectarianism and revolting rule of corporational power, that the 
Jew, who, notwithstanding so many unfavourable circumstances, 
knew how to distinguish himself by a superior education, and by 
a proved honesty to gain the confidence of his fellow-citizens, 


could not succeed in procuring for himself a vote and seat among: 


the higher classes of society. When, therefore, in the last eighty 
years of the previous century, the disputes of the house of Orange 
with the patriots broke out in a civil war, and the then oppressed 
party sought refuge in France, where the revolution had just 
broken out—at that critical period the higher class and more 
enlightened Jews were foremost in the ranks of those who in word 
and action allied themselves to the party distinguished by the love 
of liberty and country. MM. Asser, De Jonghe, Meyersz, 
Bromet, etc., belonged to the founders of the society Lelix 
Liberate, the then principal club of the patriots in Amsterdam, 
whose branch-clubs were established through the whole country, 
and which stood in connection with the first advocates of liberty 
in France. Speeches were there delivered, and resolutions car- 
ried, which laid the foundation for the Batavian constitution. 
Scarcely had the Stadtholder (Governor) William I. fled, in 1795, 
before the victorious French army, than the work of the union 
of the new republic was energetically commenced ; the members 
of the society previously mentioned came forward with their 
perfectly matured principles, which did not require long discus- 
sion, as in every other place in modern times ; and among the 
first of these principles was the emancipation of the Jews. 
Neither the profound (yet to old prejudices attached) Dr. Swinden, 
nor the pious ecclesiastic, Van Hamelsveld, therefore, succeeded 
in their protest, that love of country was inconsistent with belief 
na Messiah, to make a stand against emancipation when the 
question was mooted in the National Assembly. The vigorous, 
unbiassed language of a De Hahn, Lubluik, Jun., and others, 
tr'umphed, and, on the 2nd September, 1796, the Jews of the 
Netherlands received a country, and the republic of Batavia 
received in themi a numerous host of industrious citizens and 
valorous defenders. 

We have not, however, made the history of the Jews in Hol- 
land our task, and we merely touched upon that history to show 
that the Jews in Holland had themselves achieved their freedom 
and equalisation, and, therefore, ever. valued and esteemed it like 
every possession for which man has struggled, and they never 
looked with indifference upon the recognition of their rights 
within or without the country. Even the Emperor Napoleon 
dared not here to introduce his inhuman decree of 1807 ; and 


however ill-humoured he appeared to be with the Catholic clergy. 


of Breda, when he came to Holland, in 1811, the deputies of the 
Jewish community of Utrecht had to endure his anger but for a 
few moments; and on the following day, on his solemn entry into 
Amsterdam, he stopped with evident delight at the German 
Synagogue, and replied to the address of the deputy, Dr. De 


Leman, with the greatest affabilitvy. How free of prejudice King | 


William I. treated his Jewish subjects in Holland, how liberally 
he rewarded talent and promoted the welfare of the community 
(one of whom having received no less than 18,000 florins, £1,500, 
for the building of a synagogue, from the treasury), is a matter 
well known; the monarch and the people well knew that the 
Jews, as we stated before, had themselves achieved their equalisa- 
This was not the case, however, with the French Jews, 
most of whom found themselves emancipated before they expected 
it, and many of them before they wished it, Now, in Bel- 
gium, the Jews found emancipation either anticipating them, or 
they had brought it with them from abroad; to them it was a ripe 
fruit on a tree which they had not planied, and to those who had 
brought it with them like a dish ready to be put on the table. 
Hence the indifference one perceives among our Belgian co- 
religionists when this great boon is the theme of conversation ; 
hence the little interest manifested by them during the organisa- 


— 


| him to pronounce such words. 


— 


| tion of whole communities and institutions; and hence the scant 

zeal in the introduction of reform and amelioration of the state of 
education, according to the spirit of the age. And ,this indif- 
ferentism is still more strikingly apparent, since the revolution, 
in September, 1830, has loosened the tie of church and state, if 
not broken it altogether ; since rabbies, consistories, congrega- 
tional authorities, officers, and teachers of schools, do not stand 
any more under the immediate care and control of the govern- 


|-ment, and it no more concerns the latter what is done with the 


contributions of the state, and for whose benefit they are actually 
applied. 

We will not investigate into the truth of the assertion made by 
an anonymous writer in a Catholic periodical, that it was owing to 
the circumstance just mentioned, that in this country (Belgium), 
where certainly the completest equality of religious concessions is 
constitutionally introduced, proportionately more Jews embraced 
Christianity than in many other countries where the difference of 
creed constitutes the sole preventive of emancipation. Why so 
unlimited an independence, instead of exercising a most salutar 
influence on improvement in religion and education, and on the 
establishment of useful institutions —should treat these sacred 
objects with apathy, and even neglect—we will illustrate in the 
continuation of our historical sketch, to which we shall recur in 
the next letter. 

( To be continued. ) 


“TEMPLE OF PEACE AT JERUSALEM.” 
To the Editor of the Jewish Chronicle. 


And many people shall go. and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the 
mountain-of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach 
us of his ways, and we shall walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth 
the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. <And he shail judge 
among the nations, and shall rebuke many people: and they shall beat their 
swords into ploughshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall 
not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war.any more. O 
house of Jacob, come ye, and let us walk in the light of the Lord. : 

[saiah ii. 3—5. 

Sir,—Is there a heart truly Jewish that did not bound with joy at 
the glorious words which fell from the lips of the inspired Judge Noah 
at New York, and, like so many volleys of rejoicing, were reported to | 
us Kuropeans over the waves of the vast ocean ? Surely those sounds 
must have been considered by many an Israelite as the sound of the 
trumpet of which it is said, ** And it shall come to pass in that day 
that the great trumpet shall be blown, and they shall come who were 
ready to perish in the land of Assyria, and the outcasts in the land of 
| Egypt, and shall worship the Lord in the holy mount at Jerusalem.” 
Surely, more than one—Jew and Christian—has fallen down, with his 
face to the ground, in holy devotion and inward delight. It seemed, 
indeed, riot a human voice that uttered those sounds; perhaps it was 
a supernatural one. 1 fancy that the learned judge himself, when that 
mighty stream of eloquence burst from his lips, felt himself elevated 
beyond the sphere of man; for, in my opinion, no mortal could have 
produced such an oration—no earthly interests, however weighty and 
extraordinary, could so far inspire a clay-formed creature, as to enable 
One might say that the Lord spoke 
through him: “the Lord God has spoken, who can but prophecy ?” 
Surely, he will rebuild his city, he will restore his ruined sanctuary, 
and reinstate Zion and Jerusalem in their former splendour. Shall 
not “the lame leap as harts, and the tongue of the dumb sing ?” Nay, 
‘the moon shall be confounded, and the sun ashamed, when the Lord 
of hosts shall reign in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem.” 


‘nis voice struck us with amazement. Fora long time we were 


like dreamers, wrapped in a sort of happy trance; nothing save our 
hearts was awake, while we dreamed that the Lord had redeemed 
those who had been captives for two thousand years. I myself, feel- 


ing as an Israelite, indulged in this sweet dream, and fancied myself 
restored to Zion and Jerusaleny, 


| | 
} 
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The cruel hand of death, snatching from me a friend whose loss is 
irreparable, aroused me from that slumber. I became sensible that I 
was in London, and not at Jerusalem. The public journals even 
infurm me that human rights are as yet 
There are some who maintain, not only that the Jews are not the 


nee Pa God, but that they are a despised, rejected race, the 
outcasts of human society. | 


How is it, then ? Mad I dreamed before, or do I dream now? Are 
the sounds ot the voice of Judge Noah the words ofa conjurer? Am 
I the king, in the * Arabian Nights,” whose reign lasted a few short 


refused to the divine nation. 


| 


Can the Jews, with any degree of justice, demand the rights of citizen- 
ship in Europe, while they regard Palestine as their country, and 
turn their looks to the sacred mount ? Would they not deserve the 
same rebuke which Lord Brougham received from the Jew Cremieux ? 

And yet [ maintain that this everlasting temple of peace is not to 
be erected for the Jews alone; nay, the same temple will be reared 
up for Jews and Christians. Israel will ever be the Lord’s first-born, 
but He loves the younger son not less. ‘The Sacred Scriptures are the 
property of both sons. ‘The dissensions which have hitherto parted 


the two brethren will be closed by the Father himself 

A great man—a Moses liberating Israel from bondage—is now on 
the point of starting out for Palestine. By him the ruins of the old 
temple will be removed ; the erection of the new one must be ordained 
by the Eternal. The brothers, so long divided, will join to give 
fraternal aid in procuring the materials. How this may be done, Kow 
it is to be reconciled with the divergent views of the two brothers, I 


shall endeavour to show in succeeding numbers of the JewieA 
Chronicle. 


hours ? or is my present state a delirious one, a Satanic trick to shake 
my belief, to make me deny the God of my fathers, consider his divine 

romises as mere creations of my imagination, and take the voice of 
the learned judge as the frenzy of a fanatical enthusiast ? 

I surely will decide for the latter, will consider my present state as 
that of a delirium, and receive the words of J udge Noah as real and 
inspired. No, Israel is not abandoned by his God! ) 

But no; it is not a dream, it is no phantom, it is a great reality. 
The great trumpet is actually sounding from heaven: for the last 
time the tyrants of Europe offer bleeding victims on the shrine of 
ferocious Mars; for the last time the nations of Europe draw their 
swords to win that divine boon—liberty, and then “to beat them into 
ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks.” The Golden 
Age anticipated by prophets, poets, and philosophers, seems to be not 
very distant—nay, it seems to approach with gigantic steps. Already 
the banner of liberty has been planted by the people of ,Rome on the 
same Capitol from which, more than two thousand years ago, some 
geese sacred to Juno, by their cackling, repelled the hostile Gauls. 
Gallia will no more make war on Rome to menace her liberty, but 
rather send her felicitations to the younger sister. Nor will Jeru- 
salem have to put on any more the widow's mourning robe, on her 
spouse being slain by a second Titus. No; Italy herself will wreathe 
the wedding garments for the fair bride Jerusalem; and Italy will be | 
restored to her dignity as the Alma Mater of poetry, literature, andthe 
plastic arts, and never again become a school for war, -for Jesuits, and 
bigots—the temple of Janus, at Rome, will be shut, never to be 
opened again. 

Forty-five millions are erecting a lofty statue of Herman at France- 
fort; forty-five millions of human hearts will beat like one heart. 
The distinctions of Catholics, Protestants, Lutherans, etc., have 
ceased—they are Germans. ‘There is no Ferdinand now, no Wallen- 
stein, no Gustavus Adolphus. Never again will German serfs follow 


Gotpnrrea. 


IS THE TALMUD ANTI-SOCIAL ? 
To the Editor of the Jewish Chroniels. 


Sir,—Permit me to resume the thread of my last observations in 
reference to the above subject. | have shown that the obnoxious 
sentences which occur in the Agada never assumed a legal authority, 
and were never acted upon; whilst the jurisprudence of the Talmud, 
which has been and is still acted upon, is replete with dogmas and 
ethics breathing the most charitable spirit towards man, of whatever 
creed he may be. So far from there being any anti-social dws found 
in the ‘Talmud, so far from its containing injunctions against serving 
and assisting Christians, we can prove, from the following passages, 
which are but a few out of a thousand of a similar deseription, that 
the ‘Talmudical writers enjoin upon us to treat Christians as our own 
brethren in every social matter. 

Cay Sy on vy apy" 
All the later Gaonim (luminaries in the Jewish law) agree that the 


Christians are reckoned our own brethren, and are not included in the term 
Nachrim (strangers). 


the Roman vions to serve. as executione! to a Roman empe! or ‘ ‘ ‘ 


purpose of slaughtering millions of innocent sons of the true God. | ~ Hillel said, ‘* Whatever thou dislikest, do not to thy fellow-creature.” 
No; a temple of brotherhood is about to be reared up at Franktort , aap sry tar ar none 
their hearts will be turned to Jerusalem, their looks to the only true. || =) DIN 
God, the God of peace, the Eternal God of Israel—thither they will MID) MWD 
send their peace- offerings. | Rabbi Akiba said, * ‘ Thou shalt love thy neighbour like thyself,’ is the 
Even the north of Kurope will cease to be the source of evil for | ereat and general rule of the law.” Ben Asat, however, thought the term, 
| 
| 


mankind. Eighty millions of the Slavonian races will join hands in |) * love thy neighbour,” did not go far enough ; and he said, ** ' This is the 
fraternal unity ; equality and liberty will cease to be exclusively the | book of the generation of man, was a ait mor’ er an —= porn: 
inheritance of the South, but will also take up their abode in the | mankind were included in that expression, as Observed in ((3 Dwmp ‘Do: 
North. No more Catholics of the Greek Church, Protestants, || | 
Patriarchs, and Hierarchs; no more Peters the Great or Charleses || WI8 72°07 VIN OPW ON 
the Twelfth ; no treaty like that of Catherine, Frederic, and Maria soy x? 
of peace will be erec ‘racow on the tombs of Kosciusco an Sais | ee 
gifts will be sent to Jerusalem, to be [tis incambent the tne 

world. and to adhere to the attribute of the Holy One, blessed be He, which 
ofered up on the altar of the eternal God, whose pee ee: pence is truth not to-tell falsehood either to an Israente nor fa non-Israelite, and 
thanksgivings will be offered to Him for the establishment Of. an not to deceive them (the non-Israclites) in any way whatever, for it is sand 
everlasiing peace, the restitution of liberty, the deliverance from the a Scripture. “The remnant of Israel shall do no injustice.” 


tvrants, and the restoration of the true and holy faith. | 337 “NY NAN "AN 
Such are the voices that whisper through the events Noah, who et 

such are the sounds heard from the lips o co COMIN WIP? aad VIN 


sod, but speaks of an ark of | 
‘or | “ Thou shalt love the Lord thy God,” which can only be accomplished by 
But how? Shall a hundred millions of Christians betray their || being beloved by thy fellow-creatures. The law has nose = ee 
Saviour, abjure their faith, which has stood through more than | tify his great name; for it. is said in Scripture, “ They s netify my 
eighteen centuries, and erect a temple at Jerusalem for the God of | name among the Gentiles. ope isis : ‘ i , 
{srael—the God of a nation who, for the same number of centuries, | [jy the term, “* sanctification of God's name,” which frequent J 
have been a repudiated race, and, as it were, disinherited as the || occurs in the Talmud, it is understood that the Israclites es . t 
degenerate children of their Father? Are not the Jews the very || jn a manner which will eheit approval from the Gentiles, both of the 
antipodes of the Christians ? Can Judaism and Christianity ever || theory and practice of the holy law. ie 
exist side by side ? Would it not be indispensable, in order that Sy “TN? 
real peace might be established among men, that one of these religions DY TDM 


should give lace to the other ? Can Jews ever salute Christians, or 13 PON pow We) 


Christians Jews, with the name of brethren, children of one God? Wor 


Does it not naturally follow, that if the one is so the other is not ? 
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A Jew did a Gentile injustice in the measure of some dates which he sold 
him. He applied the ill-gotten profit to the purchase of a bottle of oil, but | 
soon after the bottle broke, and the oil was spilt. When Elijah heard this, | 
he said, “ Blessed be the Omnipotent, before whom there is no distinction or | 
undue preference shewn to any one; for Scripture says, * Thou shalt not 
oppress thy neighbour, which includes mankind, without regard to religious | 
profession.” 


These are but a few specimens, Mr. Editor; and, if you would 
permit me, I could take up your valuable space in every number, to 
continue my quotations from the Talmud, in proof of my assertion 
that the daw of the Talmud is most liberal in sentiment towards man- 
kind in general. 

And this charitable feeling is not confined to man, but extends even 
to the beast. 
prevention of cruelty to animals needed (although the law did not 
wrohibit it), but the example set by the Jewish leaders was emu- 
lated by the lower classes. In this modern age of liberal Christianity 
the poor man is certainly punished for ill-treating an animal, but the 
rich do not provide him with a better example. Let us now see how | 
the animals were treated by the Jewish Rabbies. 


Rabbi Jehuda said, “In the name of Rab, man is prohibited from taking hi® 
meals before he provides for the beasts; for we perceive in Scripture that | 
the Almighty first says, ‘I will give grass in the field for thy cattle,’ and | 
then, ‘thou shalt eat and be satisfied.’ ” | 

A most charitable consideration is here suggested to men who only i 
eare for themselves, and neglect the feeding of animals. 

The following occurrence, is narrated in the ‘Talmud :— 


Rabbi's bodily affliction came through cne circumstance, and left him 
through another. Once a calf was brought to him to be killed. In proceed- 
ing to kill the calf, he perceived it hanging its head to his skirts, and crying. 
Rabbi, however, said, ‘‘- For this thou wast created,’ and killed it. 


One day he perceived the maid-servant 
sweeping the room, and among the dust of the floor there were some small 
insects, which she was going to kill with the broom. ‘“ Leave them,” said 
Rabbi to her; “it is said in Scripture, ‘and His mercies are over all his 
creatures.’ And his pain soon jeft him. 

Now this Rabbi was no less a man than Rabbi Jehuda, the Prince, 
a man who filled the highest digmity, and lived in great splendour. 
Yet he felt that he behaved cruelly to the poor calf, and atoned for it 
by sparing the little insects of the earth. And these are the men 
whom the traducers of the Talmud have stigmatised as cruel perse- 
cutors and merciless tyrants. From the’numerous passages, however, 
which I have quoted, I may anticipate the answer which your impar- 
tial readers will give to the query, * Is the ‘Talmud Anti-Social ?” 

1 am, Sir, yours, ete. 
De. M. 


To the Editor of the Jewish Chronicle. 
My dear Sir,—! am heartily glad that a gentleman (Mr. I. M. Levy) 
who is an eve witness to “Mr. Il. Edelman’s work at Oxford, has 
responded to the proposition of your correspondent FVON VAT in Vour 
last week's Chronicle ; and it gives me, moreover, infinite pleasure to 
be enabled to inform you that we have obtained in this city (Man- 
chester) ten subsenbers at. sixpence per week for two : months 
(February and March) towards his support; and I am certain, should 
Mr. Edelman’s labours continue for a longer period, that we may 
reckon on the success of raising here twenty or more subseribers at 
threepence per week; and although buta pittance, yet I trust that 
both Liverpool and Birmingham will raise such a small fund likewise, | 
towards the maintenance ot such a worthy man, who is not one of the 
drony portion of learned men, but one of the working bees, whose | 
mind is made up (and, apparently, best fitted) for extracting the sac- : 
charine matter of the best flowers of literature, converting it into pure | 
honey for the world to taste its sweets. | 


It is true, we have many | 
learned men among us who may be equally in want, but, | am sorry | 
to say, they do not deserve that encouragement, for they are of no | 
use to society, and consequently can reap no benefits for themselves; i 
for I contend that 772>> (to learn) is of no use in adultsif not attended | 
by 72> (to teach), then 2 (to observe) ; but its whole merit must. | 


end in oP? mvy> (to do and to perform). It cannot be denied that 


the great end of studying consists not in 7 o»y 13 mam (meditating 
thereon day and night) at home or wen m3 (‘Talmudical college), 
but in 42) 83 9379 0223 ARK ON (teaching it to the children, to 
speak thereon), and in 72> Om”, etc., that is, not merely for our- 
selves to know, but for the benefit of society at large, yoxn aed 


“ mx nyt (and the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord), 
by which we can prove to the Christian world the truth of Isaiah’s 
expression yy (all that see them shall recog- 
nise in them the seed blessed of the Lord). And, Mr. Editor, I 
think I may venture to hope that you will have no objection to under- 


take to receive subscriptions, and acknowledge the same. 


Very truly yours, 


mM, 8. 
3, King Street, Salford, 4th March, 5609—1849. 


To the Editor of the Jewish Chronicle. 
Sir—In your last number I read a letter from Charles Egan, Esq., 


There were in the Talmudical age no societies for the \ “author of “ The Status of the Jews in England,” drawing the attention 


of your readers to an old Act of Parliament. As that gentleman 
does not notice an act of such importance in his works, I have reason 
to believe (although he does not acknowledge it) he got his informa- 
tion from my “ Jewish Calendar,” where, in page 129, it will be found 
to have been passed in 1723, and was brought before the public ten 
years ago by 

Your obedient servant, 


H. Linpo. 


4, Castle Street, 6th March, 1849. 


_ 


DR. RAPIALL’S LECTURES ON: THE POST-BIBLICAL HISTORY 
OF THE JEWS. 
To the Editor of the Jewish Chronicle. 


Sir,— Allow me, throngh the medium of your excellent publication, 
to express the gratification derived by myself and many other Chris- 
tians in hearing the lectures delivered by the eminent Dr. Raphall, on 
the Post-Biblical History of the Jews; allow me also to reiterate the 
wish, so generally enunciated at Sussex Hall on Wednesday evening 
last, that these lectures may be repeated (and at the West-end of the 
town, if | may so suggest), in order that their truly beneficial, their 
error-dispelling influence, mav be more generally diflused ; and doubt- 
less, the members of the Jewish persuasion will deem it advisable to 
avail themselves of Dr. Raphall’s presence in London, and induce him 
to re-deliver his: admirable discourses. There never was, perhaps in 
this country, a period when truthful information relative to the Hebrew 
people, was sought with greater avidity than the present; and if the 
chief members of the Jewish community will form a committee to 
secure the delivery of these lectures at the Hanover Square Rooms, or 
at Exeter Hlall, there is no question but many of their distinguished 
and influential Christian brethren will heartily co-operate in the 
undertaking. Rest assured, Sir, that it would afford tne purest gra- 
tification to many hberal and enlightened individuals, to have another 
opportunity of hearing Dr, Raphall (one of the most erudite, eloquent, 
and zealous champions of the Hebrew race that has appeared in Eng- 
land since the days of the celebrated Rabbi Manasseh Ben Israel), 
fully unfold, in his own inimitably forcible, touching, yet impartial 
manner, the history of that ancient, that chosen people — who were, 
who are, who are to be ! | ake 

I remain, Sir, etc. ete. 
A CurisTiAN SUBSCRIBER. 


Lincolu’s Inn, March 6th, 1849. 


SEPHARDIM ORPHAN SOCIETY. 


Iv always affords us gratification to bring modest merit into public 
notice. Our prediction—that encouragement alone is required to 
stimulate latent talent into useful and praiseworthy action—is being 
continually verified in the Jewish community of this country, as the 
following instance will illustrate. 

- Hardly three years have elapsed since Mr. Moraiss was invited to 
leave his native city, Leghorn, to become a candidate for the then 


indefatigable exertions he has made in the improvement of his 
scholars, have obtained him the unqualified approbation of the autho- 
rities and governors of the institution; and now that it is admitted 
that pulpit instruction is the best mede of bringing home to the 
bosoms of old and young, rich and poor, the truths, beauties, and con- 
solations of the divine law and revelation, Mr. Moraiss volunteered to 
deliver a lecture to the young orphans. under his charge, in the pre- 
sence of their patrons and others interested in their welfare, on 


178 
| 
a vacant situation of Ilebrew-master to the Spanish and Portuguese 
ae Jews’ Orphan School, in Bevis Marks; an institution bestowing an : 
+7 asylum, maintenance, clothing, education, and apprenticeship fees, to 
ie 2h ten fatherless boys, and dating its foundation from the year 5403— 
ie! 1703. Mr. Moraiss’ attention to the duties of his situation, and the 
7 
} 


Saturday last, in the school-room, and which he proposes to follow 
up by others as opportunities may offer. 

Although a stranger to the English language when ‘he arrived in 
this country, Mr. Moraiss agreeably surprised us by the purity of his 
diction and the elegant simplicity of his style. The subject of the 
lecture was appropriately chosen, having reference to the celebrated 
event of the salvation of the Jews in the reign of Ahasuerus, the great 
King of the Medes and Persians, from the murderous plot of Ilaman, 
the Amalekite, to obtain their extermination—a decree for which 
purpose he had actually procured at the hands of that king, whose 
minister he was, in order to satiate his revenge on the Jews and the 
just Mordecai, who had offended his pride by not adulating him in 
common with the king’s other courtiers. The Jews’ deliverance from 
the threatened danger was, under the Divine direction. brought about 
by Esther, Mordecai’s cousin, who had become Ahasuerus’s queen, as 
recorded in the Scriptural Book bearing her name. 

_ Mr. Moraiss’ opening address, in which he craved the indulgence of 
his elder audience, under the disadvantages of being a foreigner not 
perfectly speaking the English language, was hardly necessary ; for in 
the progress of his lecture he displayed oratorical talents in that 
language which would not suffer in comparison even with native 
lecturers. ‘The moral of his discourse was peculiarly adapted to the 
understanding and comprehension of the youthful objects for whom 
it was specially intended, and his urgent appeal to them to cultivate 
the study of the Law and the Bible, not for worldly objects or the 
hopes of terrestrial reward, but for the purpose of purifying their souls 
and making them worthy of the favour and protection of God, was 
extremely beautiful, and made a forcible impression on a// his hearers. 
lle dwelt with much force on the restraint which the Jews under 
Ahasuerus imposed upon themselves, even in the moment of triumph, 
in not touching the spoil of their enemies, although permitted to 
appropriate it to themselves by the king’s decree, on the frustration 
of Haman’s wicked attempt; thereby proving to the world that gan 


was not their object, but the mere defence of their lives, and those of 
their wives and children, against the cruel and cowardly attack of 


their enemies, without the least provocation thereto on their part. 

In allusion to the duty of charity, its efficacy in shielding the soul 
in the hour of death, and its inculcation throughout the Bible, as well 
as in the Megila (Book of Esther)—enjoining “ gifts to the poor” on 
the yearly recurrence of the feast of Purim established in commemora- 
tion of the miraculous interposition of God in favour of Israel, ac- 
cording to the promise which he had made by the mouth of Jeremiah 
his prophet (xxxi. 36), that ‘* while the ordinances of creation shouid 
subsist, Israel should not cease from being a nation before the Lord 
for ever.’ . | 

Mr. Moraiss, while dilating on its obligatory effects and rewards, 
happily demonstrated its exemplification in the persons of his youth- 
ful pupils, maintainea and educated, as they were, by charity; and in 
calling for their gratitude to their benefactors for the exercise of this 
feeling towards them, he reminded them that in the progress of lite 
they would themselves have the opportunity of exercising charity in 
their turn, and, although it might be ina humble degree, the merit in 
the sight of God would be equal te that enjoyed by the wealthy when 
they dispensed charity. In illustration of this truth he quoted Isaiah's 
inspired description of this virtue (Iviii. 7): ‘Is it not to deal thy 
bread to the hungry, and that thou bring the poor that are cast out 
into thy house? when thou seest the naked that thou cover him, and 
that thou hide not thyself from thine own flesh ?”—Mr. Moraiss con- 
cluded his lecture amidst the heartfelt cheers of the visitors, and the 
sincere felicitation of his friends upon his successful commencement. 

We are indebted to a correspondent, who was present, for this 
report of the lecture; and we are assured that Mr, N oraiss need only 
persevere to entitle himself to honourable distinction in the congrega- 
tion to which he belongs. 


DeatH oF AN OcroGENARIAN JEW 1N_ PARis.—Mr. 
Tobias Coen, one of the oldest members of the Jewish community 
in Paris, recently died at the advanced age of 88, — Mr. Coen 
was formerly chiropodist to the Emperor, and the most distin- 
guished personages of the Empire and the Restoration. Having 
been in good pecuniary circumstances, he was very charitable 
to strangers, and an excellent father; and having also been a 
strict observer of his religion, he was highly respected by the 
great men of those epochs, so that his illustrious patients post- 
poned the operation which they required, if it happened to be the 
Sabbath, to another day, out of respect to Mr. Coen’s religious 


scruples. The deceased retained his vigour and activity to the 1 
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last year of his life. Endowed with an admirable philosophy of 
mind, his wealth did not make him proud; and when domestic 
misfortunes saddened his days, he knew how to preserve his good 
humour and confidence.—Archivee des Israelites. 

Dreapvrut Destitrvurion tx letter dated 
Jerusalem Sth Shebat (Feb. Gth). received by Rabbi Joseph 
Schwartz, and Rabbi Zadok Halevi. now in London. gives a moet 
heart-rending account of the state of the Jews in the Holy City. 
The picture drawn by a disinterested party of the penury now 
prevailing among our co-religionists, is most appalling. “ Unless,” 
says he, “speedy and efficient relief is afforded, many will fall 
victims to starvation. I do not exaggerate at all. when] say 
Sstarvaiion. It is nonsense, now, to talk of a hospital at Jeruea- 
lem, the whol city will soon be a hospital.” Asthetwo Rabbies, 
just named, are deputies from the German and Sephardim con- 
gregations, to the Jews in the United States of America, whither 
they intend shortly to pro eed, we earnestly entreat our Jewish 
philanthropists to assist the two Jewish Missionaries, who have no 
means.of their own, and enable them to defray the costs of so 
expensive a voyage. We hear thatthe Rev. the Chief Rabbi has 
kindly consented to receive any subscriptions to that laudable 
object. When we perceive how many huodred thousands our 
Christian neighbours spend for missionary purposes, many of 
which are, to say the least of them, very questionable, we, the 
Jews, ought not to neglect our Own missionaries, coming from so 
holy a land, and for so holy a purpose as that of rescuing the 
lives of many of our brethren from the death of starvation. 


SUFFERINGS OF THE CHRISTIAN 
from the Live rpool reury, Fe hy, 
To the Rev. JOSEPH WOLFF. D.D.. LL.D. 

Rev. Sir,—Not wishing to neézgiect the Opportunity of your presence iti 
Liverpool, pernut me to say that, at the request of several Christians resident 
in this town, | am induced to bring under your kind consideration the fol- 
lowing short statement, on the subject of which | shall treat more at large 
in a pamphlet that will appear in the course of a few days. 

The reason why the parties alluded to are anxious to lay before you thes 
just complaints is, because you ar©re considered by them the most hikely 
person to re ly upon; and as you have often pleaded the cause of both Jew 
and Gentile before the greatest monarchs, | trust you wil not withheld 
wour succour from a class of people of which you are a member yourself 

In making Known to.the public the grievances of which Leomplain, you 
will break the chains with which the saints of “ Palestine Place’ have loaded 
them, forthey are the principal cause thereof. ik 

According to calculation, there are about two hundred Christian Israelites 
in England, of whom more than five-sixths are placed in the utmost distress,. 
bordering on starvation. tlunger has driven many to despair, so that 
suicide, madness, or a return to Judaism, has been the result. From the 
same causes, some have become soldiers or sailors, and others inmates of 
the workhouse. Ia short, a proper description of the horrors which Christian 
Israclites have to suffer from the saints of “* Palestine Place © would require 
talents much greater than | can pretend to. In Liverpool there are at the 
present time no less than nine out of twelve Christian Israelites destitute of 
the common necessaries of life. This is all [have to say forthe present, and I 
think it is quite enough to rouse a person's sympathy; butin the pamphlet 
alluded to | shall state facts in proot of my complaint. 

In conclusion allow me,as | am aware that your opinion is of great 
weight in all parts of the kingdom, to implore you, in the name of my poor 
suffering brethren, to take up their cause, and not only plead for them, but 
investigate the proceedings of the “ London Society for Promoting Christian. 
ity among the Jews.’’ I ask for nothing else but the promulgation of 
truth, in order that justice may he done to the class to which | belong 
myself; and as | have the privilege to live in this empire, where, more than 
in any other country, justice prevails, | am warranted in publicly avowing 
my sentiments, in whatever way | please, with respect to any society in 
which, either as Jew or Christian, I feel myself interested. 

| 1 remain, Rev. Sir, 
Your most obedient and humble servant, 
Henry M. 


ISRAELITES. 


20, 1849. ) 


Liverpool, Feb, \Ath, 1849. 
[We reprint the above letter, not from any feeling of sympathy 
with the “* Christian Israelites,” or apostates, but with the object 
of warning Jews against the inducements held out as a bait to 
catch a few stragglers, and to parade them forth in the conversion 
organs to serve sinister purposes. Let them take an example 


from those whose situation Mr. Friedeberg, also a renegade, truly 
describes. They are the sacrifices offered, not on the shrine af 
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Christianity, but on that of Mammon; for it is pelf, and nothing 
but pelf, which the missionaries who carry on the conversion-trade 
are looking for. And we can assure Mr. Friedeberg that his 
appeal to Dr. Wolff will not be responded to by the doctor, who, 
a convert himself, is looking out for his own bread, and cannot 


trouble himself with the affairs of his fellow-apostates.— Ip, 
Jewish Chronicle. | 


Jews’ INFANT Scuoo..— The children of this institution had 
their usual treat on Purim, of a dinner, with pudding and fruit. 
The expense of this is not defrayed out of the funds of the school, 
but from the private donations of sonie benevolent friends of this 
interesting establishment. We hear that Lawrence Philips, Esq. 
has sent his annual donation; and that Mrs, Barnet Joseph con- 
tributed towards the expense. We call the attention of the friends 
of this institution to the ball to be given in aid of its funds, on 
Tuesday the 20th instant. 

Sussex Hatit.—On Wednesday evening, the 28th ult., the 
Rev. Dr. Raphall delivered his third Lecture on the Post-Biblical 
History of the Jews. At the close of an eloquent address, which 
followed the lecture, Mr. Anderton, a leaditg member of the 
Corporation, moved a vote of thanks to Dr. Raphall, for the 


‘information afforded him, a Christian, by the imoortant lectures, 


just concluded ; which was seconded by Mr. J H. Parrv, the 
eminent barrister, and having been put to the meeting. by Mr. I. 
LL. Miers, vice-president, who occupied the chair, was carried 
unanimously, and Dr, Raphall returned thanks. 

Tue or Sunday last, His Royal 
Highness the Duke of Cambridge honoured M1. Neumegen’s esta- 
blishment, Gloucester House, Kew, with a visit, His Royal High- 
ness, with his usual amiability, conversed with several of the pupils, 
and made himself acquainted with the various arrangements, with 
all of which he expressed himself highly gratified, as well as with 
the extensive school-premises and surrounding grounds. When 
His Royal Highness retired, he requested Mr. Neumegen to grant 
the young gentlemen a holiday, and promised to repeat his visit 
very shortly, which announcement of Elis Royal Highness was 
received by the pupils with loud and reiterated acclamations. 

AMENDMENT OF OatTus’ Bitt.—The Odserver says, “ 1t is 
rumoured that the bill to alter the oath which prevents Jews 
from sitting in Parliament is not likely to meet with much serious 
opposition.” | | 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

‘A Constant Reaper” should give us his name, as well as the Correspond- 
ent did, to whose letter he refé rs, 

Received, areprint of the Klegy on the late Michael Josephs, with the English 
Paraphrase by S. S., and an Excellent German Parapbrase by Mr. David 
Asher. 


BALL, in aid of the Funds of this Institution, will be given on Tuesday, 
the 20th of March next, at Witxis’s Rooms, King Street, St. James’s. 
PATRONESSES, 

Mrs. H. De Castro. | 
Baroness de Goldsmid, 
Mrs. F. H. Goldsmid. 
Miss Goldsmid. 
Mrs. E. E. Micholls. 


A 


Lady Montefiore. 

Mrs. A. Montefiore. 
Lady de Rothschild, 
Mrs. Denis M. Samuel. 
| Mrs. 5. L. De Symons. 
STEWARDS. 


E. Alex, Esq. 
Samuel Cohen, Esq. | 
Alfred Davis, Esq. | 
H. De Castro, Esq, 
Henry Faudel, Esq. 
Baron de Goldsmid. 

F. H. Goldsmid, Esq. 

A. Goldsmid, Jun., Esq. 
Augustus Goldsmid, Esq. 
Haim Guedalla, Esq. 
Frederick Hart, Esq. 


Edward Jessel, Esq. 

J. Joseph, 

S. J. Joseph, sq. 

| Jonah Nathan, Esq. 

| Octavius Phillips, Esq. 

| David Salomons, Esq. Ald. 

Reuben Salomons, Esq. 

John Sammell, Esq. 

Salomon Spyer, Esq. 
S. L. De Symons, Esq. 

Simon Waley, Esq. 


Tickets, inclading Refreshments, 10s. Gd. each. 
te ~=—s Application for Tickets to be made to the Honorary Officers and Stewards, 
ja by whom Subscriptions and Donations will be thankfully received. 
a. WALTER JOSEPHS, 
Hon. Secretary. 


15, South Street, Finsbury Square, 
15th Feb, 1649. 


Just published, fep. 8vo., 4s. 6d., | 3 
THOUGHTS AND MEDITATION 
IN VERSE. 


By a Young Lady of the Hebrew Faith. 
William Pickering, 177, Piccadilly. 


In One Volume, 8vo., bound in cloth, price 6s. (Dedicated, by permission 
to the Most Noble the Marquis of Lansdowne. ) 


The STATUS of the JEWS in ENGLAND, 


IMPARTIALLY CONSIDERED. 
By Cuarves Eean, Esq., Barrister-at-Law. 

“ All the law, learning, records, and historical facts affecting the Hebrew 
race.” — Colonial Magazine. “ A book that ought to be in the possession 
of every Jew and of every enlightened Christian.” —Jewish Chronicle. ‘ Mr. 
Egan traces the history of the Jews from the time of the Normans, gives the 
debates on the Jewish Disabilities Bill, and answers servatem every argument 
urged against it.”"— The Law Times, “ An extremely interesting work. It 
evinces great learning and extensive reading, and contains a mass of informa- 
tion of the most rare and valuable kind.”—Sunday Times. “ Mr. Egan 
displays singular abilities and powers of research; his work is indeed an im- 
portant accession to our libraries.— The Asiatic Quarterly Journal. 


London: R. Hastings, Carey Street, Lincoln’s Inn; Galignani and Son, 
Paris; J. G. Coffe, Stutgard; and Froment’s English Library, Montagne de 
la Cour, Brussels. Where may be had also, by the same Author, * The. 
French and English Law of Patents,” price 5s. “‘ The Law of Benefit Build- 
ing Societies,” price 2s. ‘“‘ The Law relative to the Extradition of Fugitives, 
with the Treaties between England and Foreign Nations,” price 2s. 6d. 


max man 
Jews Orphan Asylum, Tenter Ground, 
Goodman's Firlids. 
FIVHE DIRECTORS of the above Institution Give NoTIcE that a Situation 
|. is required for one of the Boys as an in-door Apprentice, or otherwise. 
Application to be made to the Secretary at the Asylum. 
(By Order) 


A. SAQUIL, 
March 5th (5609).1849. Secretary. 
YRENCH AND GERMAN.=—A Young Lady (native of Hamburgh), is 
| desirous of giving Private Lessons in the German and French Languages, 
added to the rudimental branches of general Education. She can have 
excellent references from one of the first Jewish families, with whom she 


has resided for nearly two years. Address, M. C. L., 68, Princes Street, 
Leicester Square. 


ANTED, A GOVERNESS, to Educate Three Children under Ten years 
of Age in Hebrew, English, French, Music, &c. Address, stating 
Age, Salary, and other particulars, to Mrs. SAMUEL, Colchester. 


SCHOOLS AND FAMILIES. —A Gentleman particularly well 
versed in the routine of Systematic Tuition—a Member of the Jewish 
Portuguese Congregation—begs to offer his services as a Visiting or Resident, 
Public or Private Preceptor,.in Schools and Families; and, especially, to 
such parents as are desirous to have their children educated under their own 
immediate superintendence. The Advertiser will undertake, without the 
assistance of any other Master, every department requisite to complete a 
Commercial and Fashionable Education, comprising the different Kuropean 


Languages, &c., necessary for the same. Address, X. Y. Z., Jewish Chronicle 
Office, 24, Houndsditch. 


Commercial Boarding and Lodzing House, 


\ RS. SINAUERS (Widow of the late Mr. Sinavers, who lost his life on 
J the Great Western Railway, in August 1847, leaving a large family of 
Children) begs respectfully to acquaint her Friends and the Public that, at 
the suggestion of several friends, she has opened the house, No. 44, PARADISE 
STREET, opposite the TowN HALL, BIRMINGHAM, in the above business, and 
hopes by strict attention to the general comfort of her kind patrons, combined 
with economical terms, to merit a share of public patronage and support. 


EWIS BENJAMIN, DUKE’S PLACE, HMOUNDSDITCH, respect- 

_4 fully informs the Public that he has for sale, during nD», superior 
Jamaica Rum, Shrub, Raspberry, &c., anda large assortment of Ww> Wine. 
L. B. begs to remind his friends that he has the only consignment of Foreign 


Cordials in England. To be had at his Establishment, as above, and of his 
Agent, P. SiLverstone, 98, Digbeth, Birmingham. 


(PO WOOLLEN-DRAPERS’ ASSISTANTS and SALESMEN. — 

_ Wanted, several Young Men, for London and the Country, in the Be- 
spoke and Ready-Made Departments, Apply on Tuesday Morning, at 
E. Moses and Son’s, Tailors, W oollen-Drapers, and Clothiers, 154, 15&, 156, 
and 157, Minories, and 83, 84, 85, and 86, Aldgate, City, London. | 


Printed for the Proprietor, Joseph Mitchell, at the Printing Office, Circus Place, London 
Wall, by John Wertheimer, of No. 1, Cireus Place, London Wall, and published by 


Edward Ward, 54, Paternosier-row, and may be had, at the Jewish Chronicle Off: ¢ 
24 & 132, Houndsditch, in the City of London. , | Friday, March 9, 1” 
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